
Writer’s Workshop 
in CCPS Elementary 

Classrooms  
Writer’s Workshop is a method  

of writing instruction  
to teach the writing process  

from  
planning to publishing 

"A word after a word 
after a word is power." 
 -Margaret Atwood 

“There is no greater agony 
than bearing an untold story 
inside you.”  
-Maya Angelou 

“We are made of 
many things, but 
without stories, 
we’re nothing.” 
-Markus Zusak  
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Writing Community to Build 
Confidence and Competence  

Build a safe writing community 
 
Tone of respect and passion for 
writing 
 
Rituals and routines in place 
 

Explicit instruction 
 
Ample opportunity for 
practice 
 
Write for real purposes 
and audiences 
 
Opportunity to cycle 
through the writing 
process 
 
Clear goals and frequent 
feedback 
 
 

Gradual Release that includes: 
• Demonstrate 
• Scaffold 
• Collaborative Engagement 
• Release to Write/Independent Application 
 



Genres & Units of Study 

• A time period when the workshop is focused 
on studying one genre 

 
• Includes use of mini-lessons and conferencing 

to meet students’ needs 
 
• Includes use of mentor texts to study the 

writers’ craft with the intention of improving 
students’ writing 
 



Students work through the writing process taking their piece to 
publication and sharing and then begin again… 



Opinion grade progression 
• Kinder – Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a 

reader the topic of the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic 
or book. 

 
• First Grade – Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state 

an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.  
 

• Second Grade – Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply reasons  that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g. because, and, also) to connect opinion 
and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.  
 

• Third Grade – Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a pint of view with reasons. (introduce the topic, 
state an opinion, use organizational structure, use linking words and phrases, and prove a concluding statement or 
section. 
 

• Fourth Grade – Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 
(introduce the topic, state an opinion, use organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose, provide reasons that are supported by facts and details, link opinion and reasons with  words 
and phrases, provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.  
 

• Fifth Grade - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 
(introduce the topic, state an opinion, use organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose, provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details, link opinion and 
reasons with  words and phrases, provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.  
 



Informative/Explanatory grade progression 
• Kinder – Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose  informative/explanatory 

texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.  
 
• First Grade – Write informative/explanatory texts in which they  name a topic, supply some facts 

about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.   
 

• Second Grade – Write  informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.  
 

• Third Grade – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. Introduce topic, group related information, develop with facts, definitions, and 
details, use linking words and phrases and provide a concluding statement or section.  
 

• Fourth Grade – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. Introduce topic, group related information in paragraphs and sections, develop 
with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations  and other information and examples related to 
the topic., link  words and phrases , provide precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform or explain and provide  a concluding statement or section related to the information or 
explanation presented.  
 

• Fifth Grade - Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. Introduce topic, group related information logically  in paragraphs and sections, 
develop with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations  and other information and examples 
related to the topic., link  words and phrases , provide precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform or explain and provide  a concluding statement or section related to the 
information or explanation presented.  
 
 



Narrative grade progression 
• Kinder – Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell 

about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.  
 

• First Grade – Write narratives  in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details 
regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal events order, and provide some sense of closure.   
 

• Second Grade – Write  narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated  event or short sequence of events, include 
details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words  to signal event order, and provide sense of closure.  
 

• Third Grade – Write narratives to develop real or imagine experience s or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. Establish a situation and introduce an narrator and/or characters, organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally, use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences 
and events or show the response of character s to situations, use temporal words and phrases and provide a sense of 
closure.  
 

• Fourth Grade – Write narratives to develop real or imagine experience s or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters, organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally, use dialogue and descriptions  and show characters’  
responses to situations, use a variety of transitional words and phrases, use  concrete words and phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences and events precisely and provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or 
events.  
 

• Fifth Grade - Write narratives to develop real or imagine experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters, organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally, use  narrative techniques such as dialogue , descriptions  and 
pacing  to develop experiences or show the responses of characters to situations, use a variety  of transitional  words and 
phrases and clauses,  use  concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely and 
provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.  
 



Conferencing with Students 
• Teacher listens to student read  entry aloud 
 
• Teacher asks how writing is going and how the teacher can 

help 
 
• Teacher provides feedback, always beginning with a 

positive affirmation 
 
• Teacher makes suggestion, reminds student of lesson(s) and 

scaffolds application; set goals together 
 
• Teacher gets writer going and progresses on to conference 

with others 
 
• Teacher often keeps anecdotal notes on conferencing for 

future referencing 



Sharing 
• Sharing is an extremely important 

component of the writing 
workshop.  

 
• During the share portion, students 

share what they did during their 
independent writing time, either 
with the whole group or with a 
peer. This gives students the 
opportunity to observe and learn 
from each other while celebrating 
the writer’s development.  

 
• In the “Author’s Chair” writers can 

either share what they wrote that 
day or read their final “published 
piece” to their classmates.  

 
• Sharing fosters confidence and 

enjoyment of writing while 
enhancing the Writing Community. 
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